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CAERLEON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


ANNUAL  R SPORT. 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 


For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1953.  Gaerleon. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Caerleon  Urban  District  Council, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I bag  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
District.  It  is  drawn  up  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
includes  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  ( in  acres ) . ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population  mid  1953.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1953) 

according  to  Rate  Book 

Rateable  Value  1/4/53 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Caerleon  is  an  Urban  District  with  a predominantly  rural  character.  The 
few  small  factories  in  the  area  are  concerned  with  light  engineering,  boatbuilding,  bricks, 
timber  and  hides. 

In  the  last  throe  years  the  population  has  varied  very  little.  The 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  was  4839  in  1951,  4887  in  1952  and  4867  in  1953. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR, 

Live  Births.  Male,  Female . Total. 


Total,  "37  “ 36  73 
Legitimate.  36  33  69 
Illegitimate.  13  4 
Stillbirths , 10  1 


Live  Birth  Rate  for  the  year,  per  1,000  population 18.88 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953  per  1,000  population 15.5 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1953  per  1,000  population 16.79 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  year,  per  1,000  population 0.205 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1953  per  1,000  population 0.35 

Stillbirth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  for  1953  per  1,000  population 0.47 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  related  live  births 13.7 

Stillbirth  Rato  per  1,000  related  live  births  for  England  and  Wales 22.4 


3256 

4867 

1280 

£21,815. 

£91. 
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Th9  number  of  deaths  in  the  area  during  1S53  was  as  follows 


Male . Female.  Total. 
25  37  62 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  copulation 14.35 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  1953 11.4 

Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire,  1953 11.58 


The  causes  of  death  were: 


Male . Female. 


Tuberculosis.  Respiratory 0 0 

Tuberculosis.  Other 0 0 

Cancer 5 5 

Diabetes 0 0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. .»*»*.. . 3 6 

Coronary  disease,  angina 3 2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease . 0 0 

Other  heart  diseases , 4 18 

Other  circulatory  disease 0 0 

Influenza.. 0 0 

Pneumonia 1 0 

Bronchitis 1 0 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  systom 0 0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 1 0 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 0 0 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis..... 1 0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 0 0 

Accidents 1 1 

Other  causes 5 5 


25  37 


In  the  figures  given  in  the  foregoing  tables  the  comparability  factors  for  the 
district  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  (1.26  for  births  and  1,13  for  deaths)  have 
been  used. 

These  factors  take  into  account  the  way  the  population  of  the  area  is 
constituted  by  age, sex, etc,  and  are  used  to  adjust  the  crude  rates  given  by  the  actual 
numbers  of  births  and  deaths  to  obtain  corrected  rates  which  can  then  be  compared  with 
those  of  other  areas  and  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

New  Regulations  for  the  transfer  of -births 9 deaths  and  stillbirths  came  into 
force  on  the  1st  January,  1953,  Before  this  date  deaths  of  patients  in  the  Mental 
Hospital  were  assigned  to  the  districts  from  which  the  patients  had  been  admitted  to  the 
hospital;  from  the  1st  January  deaths  in  the  hospital  were  assigned  to  Gaerleon. 

It  will  be  appreciated  therefore  that,  the  number  of  deaths  for  Caerleon  must  be 
considerably  greater  than  in  previous  years.  Th?.3  explains  the  high  death  rate  this 
year.  The  Registrar  General  has  not  altered  the  comparability  factor. 

Out  of  the  total  62  deaths,  28  occurred  in  the  Mental  Hospital  of  patients  whoso 
residence  before  entering  the  hospital  was  not  in  Caerleon.  This  loaves  34  deaths,  which 
is  almost  the  same  number  as  in  1952  when  thero  were  30 » 
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A MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

-*l  * *“"**'  t II  1 ' m ' Ti 

There ‘wore  no  matornal  doaths  associated  with  childbirth. 
Maternal  mortality  por  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 


for  England  and  Walos 0.76 

for  Monmouthshire. 1.09 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Doaths  of  Infaats  undor  1 yoar  of  ago. 

Logit  imato 

Illegitimate 

Deaths  of  Infants  undor  4 wooks  of  ago. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Malo. 

Female . 

Total. 

2 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

Total. 

4 

Malo. 

Fomalo. 

To  tal . 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

. 3 

The  3 deaths  under  4 weeks  of  ago  were  all  duo  to  prematurity.  The  other  death  was  at 


3 months  of  ago  and  was  due  to  pneumonia. 

Doath  Rato  per  1,000  Live  Births. . .55.39 

for  England  and  Wales 26.8 

for  Monmouths hiro 32.63 


GENERAL  PROVIS  IONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE  IN  TEE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority: 

The  staff  consisted  of:- 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  H.-alth:  who  is  also  Medical  Officer  for  the  Cwmbran  U.D.C.  and 
No.  8 H-sGltL  Avaa  of  Monmouthshiro  County  Council. 

(b)  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector:  T.H.M.  Jolliffo,  A.M.I.S.E.,  A.M.I.B.E. , 

C.S.I.B. , M.S.IoA.,  A.R.S.I.. 


Commit taos  concemod  with  Public  Health  matters  are. 

Public  Health  Commit  toe.  General  control  and  advisory  function. 

Works  Committee.  Sewerage,  Sewage  Disposal,  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  and  all 
construction  itoms. 

Recreation  Committee.  Opon  Spaces  and  Cemetery. 

Council.  Housing. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  was  Councillor  Mrs.  L.  Griffith  Jones, 

J.P.,  M.B.,  B.S.. 
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SANITARY  C IRCUMST ANG  33  OF  TH-3  ARM, 


Public  Cleansing.  Donama&iEC  and  trade  refuse  are  collected  weakly  and  constitutes  a 
"heavy  ^Tam  of  expenditure,.  All  refuse  is  disposed  by  controlled  tipping  at  a dis-usod 
mill  s-^oam  outside  the  U.D.  Boundary.  Two  vehicles  aro  required  and  the  collection 
is  compressed  into  threo  working  days,  thus  releasing  labour  for  other  work. 

Smoko  Naisancos.  None  exists. 

Schools.  The  general  sanitary  condition  in  the  schools  continues  to  remain  satisfactory. 
Rivers  and  Streams.  No  action  taken  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply.  The  main  supplies  aro  under  the  control  of  the  County  Borough  of  Newport. 
No  complaints  as  to  queJAt?  wore  received.  Generally  the  quantity  supplied  gives  no 
cause  for  comment,  but  fluctuating  pressures  give  some  plumbing  troubles.  The  service 
was  extended  along  the  Usk  Road  to  the  U.D.  Boundary. 

C-Gmetery.  The  Council  were  able  to  secure  the  dis-usod  Racocourso,  and  allocated  2-g-  acros 
of  this  land  off  Cold  Bath  Road.  A scheme  was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  and  work  on  the  construction  of  the  Cemetery  commenced  in  December. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  work  will  be  completed  by  July,  1954,  The  lay-out  included 
a Garden  of  Rest  but  no  Chapel  and  when  all  the  land  is  utilised  it  will  provide  over 
1,250  grave  spaces.  The  provision  of  this  Cemetery  will  meet  a long  standing  and  urgent 
need  and  the  Council  must  bo  congratulated  on  tho  manner  in  which  it  has  boon  provided 
in  the  face  of  opposition  to  other  sitoso 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  The  very  poor  weather  during  tho  whole  summer  months  limited 
use  of  the  Lido  considerably.  The  conditions  continued  to  bo  satisfactory. 

Rodent  Control.  Tho  general  working  of  tho  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
was  limited  on  account  of  labour  shortage.  A trained  part  time  operator  is  employed. 

A total  of  148  properties  were  inspected  as  a result  of  notifications  of  infestations, 
and  a further  88  properties  as  routine  inspections.  51  major  infestations  and  109 
minor  infestations  by  rats  were  discovered  and  treated,  and  14  premises  seriously  infested 
with  mice  also  received  attention.  The  sewers  received  their  normal  routine  treatments. 

Recroation  Facilities.  For  an  area  of  its  size  and  financial  resource,  the  Council 
provide  a very  wide  range  of  recreation  facilities  and  maintain  a large  acreage  of  open 
spaces.  Tho  acquisition  of  the  Racecourse  has  added  approximately  100  acres  to  this 
service,  of  which,  25  acres  will  be  laid  out  as  recroation  field  and  the  remainder  as 
public  walks  and  pleasure  grounds.  A new  and  enlarged  playing  field  was  opened  at 
Ponthir.  The  Town  Hall  Gardens  continue  to  present  a picturesque  floral  scene  to  the 
delight  and  benefit  of  tho  inhabitants. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sawaga  Disposal.  Generally  no  change  took  place  but  improvements 
were  made  to  tho  Coldra  Plant.  The  cesspit  cleansing  equipment  was  delivered  in 
January  and  the  gratis  sorvico  has  been  nost  popular.  This  has  reduced  pollution  to  a 
minimum  in  tho  Ultra  Pontom  Area. 

Mortuary.  Tho  Council  continues  to  maintain  the  Mortuary  which  is  used  for  tho 
reception  of  bodies  and  post  mortem  examinations . Generally  its  use  is  most  infrequent 
but  tho  provision  has  proved  benoficial.  No  attendant  is  employed  but  the  Police 
co-operate  in  the  administration. 
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Factories,  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
mac^by  tho  Sanitary  Inspector)  under  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Numbers  on  Written 

Rogist.or.  Inspections.  Notices. 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 3, 4, 
and  6 are  to  bo  onforcod  by  Local 

Authorities.  15  18  2 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority.  11- 

TOTAL. ...  16  19  2 


Fo  und . Remod i o d . 

2 1_ 

TOTAL, ...  2 1 


There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district.  One  factory  had  commenced  the  construction  of  a 
sanitary  block  for  remalos. 

Housing,?  The  Council’s  housing  programme  rocoivod  a set-back  duo  to  the  inability  to 
secure  a satisfactory  contractor  and  tho  only  real  progress  was  tho  commencement  of  16 
Cornish  Unit  Flats,  The  Council  also  secured  additional  land  for  housing  development 
and  tho  lay-out  was  in  courso  of  preparation  at  the  end  of  tho  year,  A site  for  about 
60  private  enterprise  houses  was  also  secured  by  tho  Council.  During  the  year  houses 
wore  oroctod  by  private  individuals. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
Sanitary  Convenience.  Defective. 


(1)  Inspection  of  Dwolling  Houses  during  the  year, 

1. (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).  92. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  92. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  bo  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  16. 

3.  Number  of  dwolling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  2) 

found  not  to  bo  in  all  respects  roasohably  fit  for  human  habitation.  21. 

(2)  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  Local  Authority,  or  its*  officers.  33. 
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(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

1.  ^oceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  wore 
served  requiring  repairs. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notice. 

2.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  noticos  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied. 

£b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notice. 

3.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made. 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders. 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1936. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under  ground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

(b)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under  ground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenemont  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit. 

Perm. 

Temporary.  Non- Trad. 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  on 

the  31.12.53.  50  38 

Number  of  Local  Authority  houses  in  course  of 

erection  on  the  31.12.53.  - 16 

T^tal  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year 

By  Local  Authority. 

By  Privato  Sntorprise. 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  Private 

Hntorpriso  but  not  completed  on  31.12,53 8 


10 

4 

10 

8 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Traditional 

Houses. 

96 

10 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 
Food  Promises.  The  numbor  and  typo  of  food  promises  are:- 


Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants.  „ 11 

Confectionors. . , 2? 

Butchers 2 

Bakehouses . 1 

Catering  Establishments . 3 

Greongrocers  and  Fishmongers,, . . . 2 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops . 1 

Chemists . 2 


Total.  24 

Cf  the  foregoing,  the  following  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

Sale  of  i co- cream 5 

Manufacture  of  sausage,...  2 

One  promises  which  formerly  manufactured  ice-cream  had  its  registration  cancelled  on 
account  of  inability  to  comply  with  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations. 

Generally  all  the  food  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  34  inspections  of 
registered  premises  were  made. 

The  numbor  of  dairy  registrations  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  is  15. 

The  small  number  of  food  traders  does  not  encourage  the  setting  up  of  a cloan  food  guild 
or  other  similar  organisation. 

Food  Inspection.  There  is  no  central  slaughtering  establishment  in  the  area.  Only  a very 
small  quantity  of  unsound  food  was  surrendered  and  destroyed.  The  Council  collect  all 
unsound  food  and  bury  it  in  the  refuso  tip. 

TUBERCULOS IS . 

New  Gases  and  Mortali ty  during  1953, 


Ago  Period. 

Re 

M. 

sP-»- 

F. 

New  Cases 
Non. 

M,‘ 

0 

Resp. 

'*  Fo 

DEATHS . 

0-1 

yaars. 

tt 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J-  — 

5 -10 

IT 

m 

wm 

I 

10-15 

tt 

— 

— 

— 

15-20 

tt 

— 

- 

— 

— 

nil. 

20-25 

Tt 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25-35 

Tf 

1 

- 

— 

— 

35-45 

tt 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45-55 

Tt 

1 

— 

— 

55  and 

up. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS . 

2 

2 

- 

Nil. 
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This  is  a very  good  rocord  for  this  disease  in  Caorloon.  Of  thoso  4 now  cases 
2 wore  only  ’now1  to  tho  area,  in  that  thoy  wore  Inward  Transfers,  having  boon 
previously  notified  in  other  areas  before  coming  to  live  in  Caorloon.  Anothor  1 of  tho 
4 had  boon  under  observation  by  the  Chest  Physician  before  moving  into  the  district, 
but  only  notified  after  ho  had  moved. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES, 

(OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS)  DURING-  1953. 


DISEASE. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital. 

Deaths . 

Small  Pox. 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever. 

7 

4 

— 

Diphtheria. 

- 

- 

- 

■typhoid  Fever. 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid. 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

11  x 

- 

- 

Pneumonia. 

2 

- 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

- 

- 

- 

Measles . 

65 

- 

- 

Dysentery. 

- 

. - 

- 

Whooping  Cough. 

8 

- 

- 

Ersipolas, 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

- 

- 

- 

k Occurred  in  Hospital. 

CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  0TH3R  DISEASES. 


Measles.  In  the  Spring  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Moaslos.  Tho  disoaso  was  generally 
of  a mild  nature  which  resolved  without  complications. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  tho  year. 

Diphtheria  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis,  There  were  no  cases  of  either  of  these  diseases. 
Immunisation  and  vaccination. 

Those  are  carried  out  at  tho  County  Council  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  and  in  the  goneral 
practioners’  surgeries. 

53  children  received  tho  primary  course  of  injections  against  diphtheria  and  9 wore 
givon  booster  doses. 

36  people  were  vaccinated  during  the  year,  33  being  childron  under  15  years  of  age. 

In  addition  11  people  over  15  years  of  age  wore  re- vaccinated. 

Those  numbers  are  only  slightly  higher  than  tho  previous  yearybut  Immunisation  was 
again  suspended  during  the  summer  months  because  of  tho  occuronce  of  a case  of  acute 
poliomyelitis  in  the  County. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EVELYN  D:.  OWEN. 


Medical  Officor  of  Health 
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